Introduction
Wei, H.-P., Wang, F. & Ju, R.-T. 2013 Anhui, Jiangsu, Guizhou, Sichuan, Chongqing, Hunan, Hubei, Henan, and Shandong) over the The sycamore lace bug, Corythucha ciliata (Say) (Hemiptera: Tingidae), is a relatively recent, invasive, and exotic pest of Platanas trees (Platanaceae) in China ). This herbivore originated from North America (Halbert & Meeker 1998) ).
Corythucha ciliata has a short life cycle and it is oligophagous. Its hosts, Platanas spp., are widely distributed in China, because they are commonly planted along city streets (Ju et al. 2010a, 201 1a The spatial distribution of a pest is one of its most important ecological properties (Taylor 1984) , and information concerning spatial distribution is essential for pest management in the field (Bechinski & Pedigo 1981 (Taylor 1961 ) and Iwao's regression (Iwao 1968) , were used to evaluate the distribution of C. ciliata among the different parts of the tree.
The formula for Taylor's power law is:
where S2 is the variance of insect numbers in the sampling unit, m is the mean number of the insects in the sampling unit, a is the sampling factor that changes with the sampling unit, and b is the dispersion index of a certain species. The population has a random or Poisson distribution when S2 = m, a uniform distribution when S2 < m, and an aggregated distribution when S2 > m (Yamamura 2000) . The coefficients a and b were estimated from the following equation (Southwood 1978) :
Iwao's patchiness regression was simulated by the following equation (Iwao 1968 Lloyd's formula (Lloyd 1967) :
where 32 and m were substituted by the variance and mean, respectively, of the insects in the sampling unit. (1) Iwao and Kuno (1968) (Fig. 1.) (Zangheri 1984 (Sidor 1985) . In urban areas, biological control would be preferred to chemical ones, because it would likely be less harmful to humans and other non-target organisms. As with application of insecticides, application ofbiolo gical control agents could benefit from the results of this study in deciding when treatments are needed and which parts of trees should be treated.
Although we investigated C. ciliata populations during two periods (corresponding to the insect's overwintering and wandering stages), C. ciliata has five generations per year in the Yangze River basin of China (Xiao et al. 2010) . For a more complete understanding ofthe spatial distribution of C. ciliata and of the sampling methods required to describe that distribution, the pest should be sampled at monthly intervals during periods of high and low activity.
